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[image: ][image: ]What is the Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate?
The Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program provides authorised wildlife rehabilitators funding to care for wildlife impacted by emergency events, recognising their vital role in improving wildlife welfare across Victoria.
Funded by the Victorian Government, the rebate program helps offset the costs of caring for sick, injured, or orphaned wildlife resulting from the emergency events commencing 7 January 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc210742943]How much is available?
A total of $150,000 is available under the 2026 Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program. 
Eligible applicants may apply for reimbursement of approved expenses, up to a maximum of $2,000 per applicant. Applicants are limited to a single application for reimbursement through this rebate program.
The 2026 Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program is now open. Eligible applications will be assessed on a rolling basis until the total allocated funding of $150,000 has been fully expended. Applications for rebates will close at 5pm on 15 June 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc210742945]Who can apply?
To be eligible for the 2026 Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate, applicants must meet all the following requirements:
· hold current authorisation as a wildlife shelter operator or foster carer under section 28A of the Wildlife Act 1975 or be a registered veterinary practitioner
· be actively engaged in the care and rehabilitation of injured, sick, or orphaned wildlife, and maintain an up-to-date shelter record in accordance with authorisation conditions
· have or continue to provide care to wildlife impacted by declared emergency events in Victoria commencing 7 January 2026
· have not previously submitted a rebate application to this fund
· provide written consent from the property owner if the applicant is renting the premises where wildlife rehabilitation activities are undertaken.
[bookmark: _Toc210742946]Who cannot apply?
The following individuals cannot apply for funding:
· a person convicted of any offence under the Wildlife Act 1975, Wildlife Regulations 2024, Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994, Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 or similar interstate or federal legislation during the last 10 years
· any person who does not hold a valid wildlife shelter operator or foster carer authorisation under section 28A of the Wildlife Act 1975 or is not a registered veterinary practitioner
· any person who is currently subject to investigation or is subject to a written direction or compliance notice from the Conservation Regulator.

[bookmark: _Toc210742947]What is eligible for reimbursement?
The following expenditure are eligible for reimbursement:
· veterinary fees and supplies such as diagnostics and treatment, x-ray, blood and medication
· milk formula for juvenile and animal feed (fresh, dried or frozen)
· fuel cost for travelling to and from veterinary clinic or for animal rescue/release (limit to $100 per application)
· cleaning or disinfecting products
· consumables such as cropping needles for feeding or bottle teats
· personal protective equipment (gloves, eye/face protection).
[bookmark: _Toc210742948]What will not be reimbursed?
[bookmark: _Toc460924661]The Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program will not support:
· services delivered outside of Victoria
· multiple claims for the same animals, either through the Wildlife rehabilitator grants or transfer of the same animal between shelters/carers
· payment of staff wages or traineeships
· recurrent operating costs (such as like rental fees, utility bills, insurance, council rates)
· upgrades or modifications of shelter facilities.
For further information on all other ineligible items, please refer to item 6 and appendix B of the 2025-26 Wildlife Rehabilitators grant program. (2025-26 Wildlife Rehabilitators grant guidelines). 
[bookmark: _Toc210742949]What are the funding details?
Applicants may apply for rebate claims for eligible expenses up to:
	Animal
	Juvenile
	Adult

	Birds (large and small)
	Up to $20 / bird
	Up to $20 / bird

	Tortoises/snake/lizards
	Up to $30 / animal
	Up to $25 / animal

	Small mammal
	Up to $50 / animal
	Up to $50 / animal

	Medium size mammal (>5kg)
	Up to $80 / animal
	Up to $80 / animal

	Large mammal (>20kg)
	Up to $100 / animal
	Up to $80 / animal


Rebates will be capped at $2,000 per applicant.
[bookmark: _Toc210742951]What supporting documents will need to be provided?
Please submit the following documents with your application:
· a hand signed statutory declaration with invoices and receipts for eligible expenses and charges attached
· download the statutory declaration template from https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/grants/wildlife-recovery-support-rebate
· see the example of how to complete the form at the end of these guidelines. 
· your latest animal record (between 7 January 2026 and date of application)
· evidence of ‘cost’ and ‘donation’ relating to veterinary clinic claims (e.g. receipts, paid invoices).
· written consent from the property owner if the applicant is renting the premises where wildlife rehabilitation activities are undertaken
What are the funding conditions?
As this is a rebate, all costs must be incurred before applying. An applicant is limited to a single application for reimbursement through this rebate program.
If any information in the application is found to be false, misleading, or contrary to the conditions of these guidelines, the rebate will be repayable on demand and future rebate, or grant applications may not be considered. 
Applications may be audited before approval. If you do not provide the requested evidence, your application may be denied or approved funding may need to be repaid. 
Successful applications may be subject to audit at any time relating to the rebate. You must keep copies of all supporting documents and records of expenditure relating to the claim for a period of 7 years. 
The activity does not include using the funding for political campaigning or advocacy activities for political parties.
Legislative and regulatory requirements
In delivering the activity grant recipients are required to comply with all relevant Commonwealth and state/territory legislations and regulations, including but not limited to: 
· The Privacy Act 1988 (Commonwealth)  
· The Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Vic) 
· Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 (Vic)  
· Wildlife Act 1975 (Vic)
· Wildlife Regulations 2024 
· Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 
· Guide to the Drugs Poisons and Controlled Substances Regulations 2006.
All recipients are required to comply with their authorisation conditions. 
Tax implications
Applicants should consult the Australian Taxation Office or seek professional advice on any taxation implications that may arise from this rebate.
Successful applicants without an ABN will need to provide a completed Australian Taxation Office form Statement by a Supplier so that no withholding tax is required from the rebate payment. 
Payments
DEECA will make payment within 14 days of acceptance of the claim. 
Please check that you have completed and submitted all requested forms to prevent delays.
Absolute discretion
The department reserves the right to:
· amend these guidelines and application terms at any time.
· not approve any application or approve a lesser amount than that applied for.
Any of the following circumstances may be taken into consideration in the decision to award a rebate: 
· the submitted information does not provide adequate evidence of the requested reimbursement amount 
· information in the application is found to be false, misleading, or contrary to the conditions of these guidelines 
· there is no credible evidence that applicants are providing care to wildlife impacted by recent declared emergency events
· there is suspicion or evidence that animals were removed without appropriate consent from relevant authorities
· the applicant has reached the $2,000 cap 
· adverse information provided by a regulator or findings of guilt of an offence under any relevant legislation including the Wildlife Act 1975, Wildlife Regulations 2013, Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994, Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 or equivalent interstate laws
· the applicant has been deregistered or unregistered as an authorised wildlife rehabilitator (including cancellation or lapse in registration) or veterinary practitioner. 
Privacy
Any personal information about you or a third party in your application will be collected by the department for the purposes of administering your grant application and informing Members of Parliament of successful applications. 
Personal information may also be disclosed to external experts, such as members of assessment panels, or other government departments for assessment, reporting, advice, comment or for discussions regarding alternative or collaborative grant funding opportunities. If you intend to include personal information about third parties in your application, please ensure they are aware of the contents of this privacy statement. 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, disclosed, or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and other applicable laws. 
DEECA is committed to protecting the privacy of personal information. You can find the DEECA Privacy Policy online at www.deeca.vic.gov.au/privacy. Requests for access to information about you held by DEECA should be sent to the Manager Privacy, P.O. Box 500 East Melbourne 8002 or contact by emailing Foi.unit@deeca.vic.gov.au.

What is the application process?
Applications for a rebate must be submitted online using the Grants Online portal.
To apply, go to the grant program web page https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/grants/wildlife-recovery-support-rebate and click on the ‘Start New Application’ button. To return to a saved draft application, click on the ‘Access Saved Application’ button. 
Attaching required documents:
Supporting documents must be in an acceptable file type, such as Word, Excel, PDF, or JPEG. The maximum file size for each file is 10MB.
You will receive an application number when you submit an application online. Please quote this number in all communications with the department relating to your application. 
If you have documents to submit that cannot be attached to your online application you can email them to enviro.grants@deeca.vic.gov.au , quoting your application number. Attach all documents to one email, zipping the files if required.
Make sure your application is submitted by 5.00pm AE/DST on 15 June 2026.
Note: No hard copy applications will be accepted. Late and incomplete applications will not be considered

Additional information
Additional information is available at the program webpage https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/grants/wildlife-recovery-support-rebate
If you require assistance submitting your application online, email grantsinfo@deeca.vic.gov.au
For questions specific to the Wildlife recovery support rebate program, please email enviro.grants@deeca.vic.gov.au or contact DEECA Customer Contact Centre on 136 186.

What is the notification process?
Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified via email after the eligibility assessment. All decisions are final and are not subject to further review. Unsuccessful applicants can ask for feedback.

Key dates
The Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program is now open and will close at 5pm on 15 June 2026 or prior to this date if the $150,000 fund is fully expended.
Checklist
Read these guidelines and the information about this grant program at https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/grants/wildlife-recovery-support-rebate before applying and complete the following checklist:
Have you:
· read these guidelines carefully?
· checked if you are, or your organisation is, eligible for this rebate funding?
· checked if your activity if eligible for this rebate funding?
· checked that you would be able to comply with all relevant laws and regulations in delivery of your activity?
· prepared the relevant supporting documents?

Please submit the following documents with your application:
· the signed statutory declaration form with all invoices and receipts for eligible expenses and charges attached
· your latest animal record (between 7 January 2026 and date of application)
· evidence of ‘cost’ and ‘donation’ relating to veterinary clinic claims (e.g. receipts, paid invoices)
· written consent from the property owner if the applicant is renting the premises where wildlife rehabilitation activities are undertaken.





Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action

Statutory Declaration for Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program
[bookmark: Here][image: ]
Applicant Declaration
Instructions for completing a statutory declaration
Please complete the following form using the instructions below. More guidance on making statutory declarations can be found at www.justice.vic.gov.au.

	Insert name, position title organisation, address of the person making the statutory declaration.
	I, 



make the following statutory declaration under the Oaths and Affirmations Act 2018:

	


Set out matter declared to in numbered paragraphs.
	
1. I am the authorised representative of [insert name of applicant entity] (the Applicant) and I am able to sign and submit this declaration on behalf of the applicant entity. 
2. The consumables being claimed for reimbursement were used to treat animals affected by emergency events commencing 7 January 2026 in accordance with the guidelines and conditions of the Wildlife Recovery Support Rebate program.
3. The evidence (i.e. invoices and receipts) relating to the expenditure as attached to this Statutory Declaration are true and correct.
4. The animal record (between 7 January 2026 and [insert date of application]) submitted in my application is a true and accurate record.




	Signature of person making the declaration
	I declare that the contents of this statutory declaration are true and correct and I make it knowing that making a statutory declaration that I know to be untrue is an offence.






	Place (City, town or suburb)
	Declared at:
	*in the state of Victoria

	Date
	on:

	Signature of authorised statutory declaration witness

	I am an authorised statutory declaration witness, and I sign this document in the presence of the person making the declaration:






	Date
	on:

	Name, capacity in which authorised person has authority to witness statutory declaration, and address (writing, typing or stamp)
	



A person authorised under section 30(2) of the Oaths and Affirmations Act 2018 to witness the signing of a statutory declaration.

	
	



Initials of person making the statutory declaration

	



Initials of person making the statutory declaration



Note: The person making the declaration as well as the authorised witness must initial each page of the statutory declaration if the declaration is comprised of more than one page, which includes any exhibits to the declaration.



[image: ]We acknowledge Victorian Traditional Owners and their Elders past and present as the original custodians of Victoria’s land and waters and commit to genuinely partnering with them and Victoria’s Aboriginal community to progress their aspirations.

© The State of Victoria Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action October 2025. 
Creative Commons
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence, visit the Creative Commons website (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, and the Victorian Government and Department logos.
Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.
Accessibility
To receive this document in an alternative format, phone the Customer Service Centre on 136 186, email customer.service@delwp.vic.gov.au, or contact National Relay Service on 133 677. Available at DEECA website (www.deeca.vic.gov.au). 
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