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[bookmark: _Hlk131848832] [image: ]We acknowledge and respect Victorian Traditional Owners as the original custodians of Victoria’s land and waters, their unique ability to care for Country and deep spiritual connection to it.
We honour Elders past and present whose knowledge and wisdom 
has ensured the continuation of culture and traditional practices.
DEECA is committed to genuinely partnering with Victorian Traditional Owners and Victoria’s Aboriginal community to progress their aspirations.
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This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence, visit the Creative Commons website (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
You are free to re-use the work under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, and the Victorian Government and Department logos.
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Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you, but the State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.
Accessibility
To receive this document in an alternative format, phone the Customer Service Centre on 136 186, email customer.service@deeca.vic.gov.au, or contact National Relay Service on 133 677. Available at DEECA website (www.deeca.vic.gov.au). 
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[bookmark: _Toc239309692]What is the Beach Cleaning Subsidy program?
The Beach Cleaning Subsidy Program provides retrospective subsidy payments to eligible Crown land managers, including councils, Committees of Management and voluntary groups, undertaking routine beach cleaning activities on public beaches throughout Victoria.
The program supports public safety, community amenity, recreation and tourism, and contributes to the protection of environmental values by reducing litter and hazardous material in coastal and inland beach environments.
The program supports routine cleaning activities undertaken on eligible beaches between 1 October 2025 and 30 April 2026. 
[bookmark: _Toc239309693]Who can apply?
To apply, your claim must be for cleaning undertaken on a public sanded* beach located on an inland waterway or on the Victorian coastline, Port Phillip Bay or Western Port Bay. The applicant must have management responsibility for the beach or be authorised to clean the beach on behalf of the land manager.
Eligible applicants include:
· Victorian local government authorities
· Crown land Committees of Management
· Incorporated volunteer organisations authorised by the appointed land manager.
· Other organisations approved by DEECA with formal responsibility for management of an eligible beach
*For this program, sand includes fine granulated natural surfaces and fine pebbles immediately adjoining a water body.
[bookmark: _Toc239309694]Who cannot apply?
The following organisations are ineligible:
· Individuals
· Private landholders
· Private businesses
· Educational institutions
· Organisations without an ABN
· Victorian or other state government agency
[bookmark: _Toc239309695]What might be funded?
The following types of activities are eligible for funding:
Beach Cleaning
· manual litter collection
· mechanical beach cleaning
· beach raking
· litter collection around stormwater outlets
· removal of litter from sanded areas
· removal of litter trapped within wrack where appropriate
Labour
· contractor beach cleaning services
Waste Management
· landfill disposal fees
· transport and disposal costs
· recycling costs
· composting costs where applicable
Consumables
· litter bags
· protective equipment
· minor consumables required for cleaning activities
[bookmark: _Toc237938797][bookmark: _Toc239309696]What will not be funded?
The beach cleaning subsidy program will not fund the following activities:
Volunteer labour 
· hourly rates for volunteers participating in beach cleaning activities
General foreshore maintenance
· cleaning toilet blocks
· barbeque cleaning
· pathway maintenance
· grass cutting or foreshore mowing
· vegetation management
Coastal works and environmental works
· dune rehabilitation
· beach renourishment
· erosion control works
· storm damage repair
Capital and equipment costs
· capital works
· purchase of vehicles
· purchase of beach cleaning machinery
· equipment maintenance

Administration and overheads
· administration costs
· corporate overheads

[bookmark: _Toc239309697]What are the subsidy funding details?
Funding of $1.135 million is available for eligible beach cleaning expenditure incurred between 1 October 2025 and 30 April 2026.
This is a subsidy program. This means DEECA pays a share of eligible costs. It does not pay the full amount claimed.
The final subsidy rate is calculated by dividing the total program funding by the total eligible expenditure approved across all applicants. This means that where the total value of eligible claims is higher than the available budget, each eligible applicant will receive a proportional share of the available funding.

[bookmark: _Toc239309698]What are the assessment criteria?
Applications will be checked for eligibility to make sure that the applicant and their activity are eligible for funding.
Applications that meet these requirements will be considered eligible for subsidy payments. 
[bookmark: _Toc237938801]Only eligible claims will be included when calculating the subsidy rate under point 6.

[bookmark: _Toc239309699]What supporting documents will need to be provided?
All applicants must complete the online application form and provide:
· a declaration from an authorised officer confirming the accuracy of the information provided
· a completed 2025–2026 Beach Cleaning Claim Excel spreadsheet, with one row for each expenditure item claimed.
 

For claims of $150,000 or less in total eligible expenditure,
· no invoices, receipts or proof of payment are required to be attached at the time of application. 
For claims greater than $150,000 in total eligible expenditure
· applicants must provide invoices, receipts, or proof of payment for all eligible expenditure 
Audit and verification
Applicants must retain records supporting their claim, for seven (7) years after submitting their application.
DEECA may undertake compliance audits, verification activities or request additional information from any applicant at any time to verify the accuracy and eligibility of a claim. 
Applicants must provide records to DEECA on request.

[bookmark: _Toc239309700]What are the funding conditions?
DEECA may:
· approve a lesser amount than claimed
· refuse or reduce claims that are ineligible, unsupported, inaccurate or incomplete
· request additional information before approving payment
· undertake audit or verification activities
· recover funding where false or misleading information is provided.
Applicants must:
· provide accurate and complete information
· comply with all relevant laws and regulations
· not use funding for political campaigning or advocacy activities for political parties.
Funding is subject to the availability of program funds and any relevant Victorian Government decisions, including caretaker conventions where applicable.
Caretaker Conventions 
As the Victorian State election will be held on Saturday 28 November 2026, the Victorian Government will assume a caretaker role from 6.00pm on 3 November 2026 until such time that either it becomes clear that the incumbent government will be returned, or when a new government is commissioned.
In line with the caretaker conventions, the incoming government will determine whether to proceed with this subsidy process and award funding after the caretaker period.
Applicants should be aware that:
· all information about this subsidy process represents the position of the current government only, and is subject to change
· the incoming government may decide to not proceed with this subsidy process
Legislative and regulatory requirements
In delivering the activity recipients are required to comply with all relevant Commonwealth and state/territory legislations and regulations, including but not limited to:
Wildlife Act 1975 (Vic)
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic)
Marine and Coastal Act 2018 (Vic)
Environment Protection Act 2017 (Vic)
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic)
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 (Vic)
The Privacy Act 1998 (Commonwealth)
The Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Vic)
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 (Vic)
Tax implications
Applicants should consult the Australian Taxation Office or seek professional advice on any taxation implications that may arise from this grant funding.
Acknowledging the Victorian Government’s support
Successful applicants are expected to acknowledge the Victorian Government’s support and promotional guidelines (available at https://www.deeca.vic.gov.au/grants). Successful applicants must liaise with the departmental program area to coordinate any public events or announcements related to the project. 
Privacy
Any personal information about you or a third party in your application will be collected by the department for the purposes of administering your grant application and informing Members of Parliament of successful applications. Personal information may also be disclosed to external experts, such as members of assessment panels, or other Government Departments for assessment, reporting, advice, comment or for discussion regarding alternative or collaborative grant funding opportunities. If you intend to include personal information about third parties in your application, please ensure that they are aware of the contents of this privacy statement.
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and other applicable laws.
DEECA is committed to protecting the privacy of personal information. You can find the DEECA Privacy Policy online at www.deeca.vic.gov.au/privacy.
Requests for access to information about you held by DEECA should be sent to the Manager Privacy, P.O. Box 500 East Melbourne 8002 or contact by emailing foi.unit@deeca.vic.gov.au. 

[bookmark: _Toc239309701]What is the application process?
Applications are submitted online using the Grants Online portal. 
To apply, go to https://www.environment.vic.
gov.au/grants/beach-cleaning-subsidy-program/ and click on the ‘Start New Application’ button. To return to a saved draft application, click on the ‘Access Saved Application’ button.
Attaching required documents:
Supporting documents must be in an acceptable file type, such as Word, Excel, PDF, or JPEG. The maximum file size for each file is 10MB.
You will receive an application number when you submit an application online. Please quote this number in all communications with the department relating to your application. 
If you have documents to submit that cannot be attached to your online application, you can email them to waste.programs@deeca.vic.gov.au quoting your application number. Attach all documents to one email, zipping the files if required.
Make sure your application is submitted by 11.59 pm AE/DST on 23 November 2026.
Note: No hard copy applications will be accepted. Late and incomplete applications will not be considered.

[bookmark: _Toc239309702]Additional information
Additional information is available at the program web page: https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/grants/beach-cleaning-subsidy-program/.
If you require assistance submitting your application online, email grantsinfo@deeca.vic.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc239309703]What is the notification process?
Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing after the assessment process is completed. All decisions are final and are not subject to further review. Unsuccessful applicants can ask for feedback on their application. 

[bookmark: _Toc239309704]Key dates
	Milestone
	Date

	Applications open
	26 October 2026

	Applications close
	23 November 2026 

	Applicants notified
	Early 2027 



[bookmark: _Toc239309705]Checklist
Read these guidelines and the information about this program at https://www.environment.
vic.gov.au/grants/beach-cleaning-subsidy-program/ before applying and complete the following checklist:
Have you:
☐ Read these guidelines.
☐ Confirmed your organisation is eligible to apply.
☐ Confirmed the beach or beaches included in your application are eligible.
☐ Confirmed the activities undertaken are eligible beach cleaning activities.
☐ Confirmed the expenditure claimed was incurred during the eligible funding period.
☐ Completed all required application information, including beach and expenditure details.
☐ Provided a declaration from an authorised officer.
☐ Attached supporting documentation as required.
☐ Retained records supporting your claim, including invoices, receipts and other relevant evidence.
☐ Reviewed your application to ensure all information is accurate and complete.
	
	
	



	
	
	



☐ Submitted your application by the closing date
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