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Western (Basalt) Plains Grasslands Community

Date of receipt of the nomination: 13 August 1990 File No.: 90/2346
Date of preliminary recommendation: 22 January 1991

Date of final recommendation: 22 May 1991

Yalidity:

The nomination is for a valid item and the prescribed information was provided. The nominated community is well
defined and described according to standard authoritative references, and it is described in such a way as to be
distinguished from all other communities.

The community is characteristically tussock grassland, generally dominated by Themeda triandra and other sub-
dominant grasses with scattered eucalypts, sub-shrubs and forbs and an associated fauna rich in reptiles (e.g. Delma
impar, Egernia cunninghami, Unechis flagellum, Ctenotus robustus) and a number of bird and small mammal species.
Refer to Biosis (1989) and Seebeck (1984) for lists of grassland fauna.

The SAC accepts that the nominated community corresponds to the community identified by Stuwe & Parsons (1977) as
extending across the Western Basalt Plains.

Eligibility for listing as a community under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee

The nominated item satisfies at least one criterion of the set of criteria prepared and maintained under Section 11 of the
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, and stated in Schedule 1 of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Regulations 1990.

Evidence that criteria are satisfied:

Criterion 2.1 The community is in a demonstrable state of decline which is likely to result in extinction.

Evidence: e e T
The SAC accepted an estimate that prior to European settlement, Western Plains Grassland extended over an area
of about 21,000 km2. The SAC accepted the estimate of Stuwe (1986) that only about 0.16% of the original extent of
the community now remains. Most of the community occurs in small remnants that are managed for purposes other
than nature conservation.
‘Decline is continuing. Since 1983, large areas of significant remnants beside railways have been destroyed by
bulldozing.

Criterion 2.2 The community is significantly prone to future threats which are likely to result in extinction.
Evidence:
In the opinion of the SAC, threats were clearly defined, both quantitatively and qualitatively. The community is
threatened by: _
modifications to railside and roadside vegetation, by slashing, bulldozing, spray poisoning etc.;
destruction for industrial and residential developments
cropping and stock-grazing on roadsides and public and private land;
modification due to inappropriate burning regimes; and ~
replacement by roadside tree planting.
The community occurs in only two reserves that are larger than 10 hectares, and both contain lower quality
vegetation than many unreserved remnants, notably on railsides.

Sub-criterion 2.2.1 The community is very rare in terms of the total area it covers or it has a very restricted distribution or
it has been recorded from only a few localities.
Evidence:
In the opinion of the SAC, the community has declined to such an extent that there are practically no remnants of
the original community remaining. Most of the few existing remnants are in poor and damaged condition.
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The data presented on distribution and abundance are the result of comprehensive surveys and provide clear and
strong evidence that the community is very rare in terms of abundance and distribution.

Background Information:

- The SAC vouched for the quality of the references cited in the nomination.

- Many threatened species of plants and animals occur or have occurred in the community. Of these, Rutidosis
leptorrhyncoides (Button Wrinklewort), Senecio macrocarpus (Large-fruit Groundsel), Thesium australe (Austral
Toad-flax), Lepidium hyssopifolium (Peppercress), Psoralea tenax (Tough Psoral€a), P. parva (Small Psoralea),
Perameles gunnii (Eastern Barred Bandicoot), Delma impar (Striped legless lizard) and Dasyurus viverrinus (Eastern
Quoll) have received the SAC's final recommendation for listing.

Advertisement for public comment

In accordance with the requirements of Section 14 of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, the preliminary
recommendation was advertised for public comment for a period of at least 30 days.

The preliminary recommendation was advertised in:
"The Age" - on 6 February 1991
"Weekly Times" - on 6 February 1991
Government Gazette - on 6 February 1991
Submissions closed on 8 April 1991.

Further evidence provided:

Submissions were received, both supporting and opposing listing, but no new evidence was provided to warrant a review
of the Scientific Advisory Committee's preliminary recommendation that the community is eligible for listing.

Documentation

The published information and research data provided to the SAC have been assessed. To the best of their knowledge,
the SAC believes that the data presented are not the subject of scientific dispute and the inferences drawn are
reasonable and well supported.

Final Recommendation of the Scientific Advisory Committee;—---~ - - - -

The Scientific Advisory Committee concludes that on the evidence available the nominated item is eligible for listing in
accordance with Section 11(1) of the Act because primary criteria 2.1 and 2.2. are satisfied.

The SAC also concludes that sub-criterion 2.2.1 has been satisfied and that no evidence exists to suggest that primary
criterion 2.2. cannot be satisfied as a consequence of sub-criterion 2.2.1 being satisfied.

The Scientific Advisory Committee recommends that the nominated item be supported for listing on Schedule 2 of the
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.
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