
 

 

Plenty River Trail 

Improving parks for Melbourne’s growing communities 

Suburban Parks Program 
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Suburban parks are important to 

all of us. They are where families 

create memories, connect with 

nature and each other. Suburban 

parks provide habitat for our 

native plants and animals, 

support healthy rivers and 

creeks, and help us tackle climate 

change. 

The Victorian Government is 

investing $315 million in the 

Suburban Parks Program. It will 

create more than 6,500 hectares of 

new and upgraded parks and trails 

across Melbourne’s outer growth 

suburbs. The Department of 

Environment, Land, Water and 

Planning (DELWP) leads this 

program. 

What is the Plenty River Trail 
project? 

In 2018, the government committed 

to complete Plenty River Trail from 

Mernda to Greensborough.  

Plenty River Trail project will 

construct new sections and links in 

the trail. 

They include a new multi-use 

walking, running and cycling trail to 

deliver the missing connection 

between University Hill (Bundoora) 

in the south and Doreen in the 

north. The trail will also link to the 

new Mernda and Hawkstowe 

railway stations and enhance 

community access into Plenty 

Gorge Park by linking key entry 

points and including shorter loops. 

Location 

Plenty River Trail is about 35 

kilometres north-east of Melbourne’s 

CBD on Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 

Country. 

When will the trail be 
finished? 
The trail will be built in stages, 
starting with the Hawkstowe precinct 
which is due to commence late 
2022.  
 

The trail will progressively open to 

the community from early 2023 to 

mid-2024. The trail will cater for 

current users in the park including 

cyclists, walkers, runners, scooters 

and on-lead dog walkers.   

 
The northern main trail from Bridge 
Inn Road to Hawkstowe precinct will 
be suitable for people with prams 
and wheelchair users. 

 

Why invest in parks? 

• to improve health and 
wellbeing   

• to protect nature   

• to strengthen cultural 
heritage   

• to address climate 
change   

• to attract jobs, 
investment, skilled 
people and visitors 
to Melbourne’s growing 

outer suburbs.  
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Project partners and 
stakeholders 

The project is being coordinated by 

DELWP. Parks Victoria is managing 

the project in collaboration with 

Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural 

Heritage Aboriginal Corporation. 

Stage 1 community consultation was 

completed in 2020. Stage 2 

community consultation was held in 

mid-2021.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
More information  

Find out more about consultation at 

the Engage Victoria website. 

Updates on the Suburban 

Parks Program are available 

online. Or you can email the 

Suburban Parks Program.  
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