
 

 
OFFICIAL 

 

The Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands will 
encompass more than 600 ha of parkland from 
Berwick to Clyde on both sides of Cardinia Creek.  

The Parklands includes and links much loved existing 
parks including Cardinia Creek Regional Park and 
Grasmere Wetlands, Akoonah Park, Beaconsfield Flora 
and Fauna Reserve, Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve, 
Beaconsfield Park, Manna Gum Park, Mick Morland and 
Bob Burgess Reserve.  

Traditional Owners 

The lands and water of the Cardinia Creek Regional 
Parklands are part of the traditional Country of the 
Bunurong, a custodianship that endures today. Cardinia 
Creek is very significant to Bunurong people, and they 
have asked that it be protected for future generations. This 
place is considered by Bunurong Elders to have important 
spiritual significance due to its direct connection to 
gathering places, ritual places and ritual journeys and is 
connected to numerous aspects of Bunurong intangible 
heritage. The Parklands will be a space for Bunurong to 
continue custodianship of Country, practice culture, share 
stories, protect significant archaeological places, and 
apply biocultural practices and land management. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands Future Directions 
Plan 2022 sets out the vision, principles and actions for 
progressive parklands establishment, expansion and 
management to be achieved by 2040. 

The vision is 

The Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands is a connected 
parklands providing distinct experiences for visitors to 
recreate and engage with the natural environment 
while conserving the cultural and ecological values of 
Cardinia Creek, its floodplain and open spaces for 
future generations. 

The Future Directions Plan 2022 recognises the rights and 
values of the Bunurong people in the planning and 
management of the Parklands. It responds to critical 
drivers including urban expansion and the pressing need 
to mitigate climate change, along with protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity and the health of local creeks.  

The Parklands weave along Cardinia Creek through some 
of outer Melbourne’s most rapidly expanding suburbs in 
the south-east. Extending from the Harkaway Foothills to 
the plains of the old Koo Wee Rup swamp, the Parklands 
are both a connector and a gathering space, providing 
much-needed open space to adjacent suburbs and access 
for the visitors from the wider region to the rich natural, 
social and cultural values along the creek corridor. 

As the population in the region increases, the expanded 
Parklands will contribute to improved community health 
and wellbeing by providing opportunities for connection 
to nature and culture, recreation, and play for nearby 
workers and residents from the surrounding residential, 
commercial and industrial precincts.  

Through this Plan, the Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands 
will reach its potential as a regionally important destination 
that brings together people, place, and culture.   

 

Above: Grasmere Creek Community Garden Wetlands located south 
of Inglis Road, Berwick will soon include a new trail and lookout point 

 

The Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands will encompass 
more than 600 hectares of open space from 
Beaconsfield to Clyde on both sides of Cardinia Creek. 

The Parklands includes and links much loved existing 
parks including Cardinia Creek Regional Park and 
Grasmere Wetlands, Akoonah Park, Beaconsfield Flora 
and Fauna Reserve, Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve, 
Beaconsfield Park, Manna Gum Park, Mick Morland and 
Bob Burgess Reserve. 

Traditional Owners 

The lands and water of the Cardinia Creek Regional 
Parklands are part of the traditional Country of the 
Bunurong, a custodianship that endures today. Cardinia 
Creek is very significant to Bunurong people, and they 
have asked that it be protected for future generations.  

The name ‘Cardinia’ derives from ‘Kar Din Yarr’, Kulin 
language for ‘looking at the rising sun’ and ‘sunrise’. 

This place is considered by Bunurong Elders to have 
important spiritual significance due to its direct connection 
to gathering places, ritual places and ritual journeys and is 
connected to numerous aspects of Bunurong intangible 
heritage.  
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The Future Direction Plan 2022 commits to: 

• Protect and enhance Bunurong cultural 
values. The Parklands will be a space for 
Traditional Owners to practise culture, share 
stories, protect significant archaeological 
places, and apply biocultural practices and 
land management 

• Protect and enhance native wildlife habitat 
and vegetation throughout the Parklands by 
focused ecological restoration, wetland 
establishment and ongoing maintenance 

• Increase access to nature for the diverse 
communities in Cardinia, Casey and beyond to 
support community health and wellbeing. 
Walking loops will be created and a continuous 
regional walking and cycling trail along the 
creek will be progressively developed that will 
connect to other regional trails 

• New visitor facilities in the Cardinia Creek 
Regional Park including a new loop trail and 
viewing area at the Grasmere Community 
Garden Wetlands. Investigations into a new 
main visitor area and upgrade of facilities north 
of Inglis Road that will include revegetation and 
connection to the regional trails and 
consideration of an informal horse ride-out 
area 

• Traffic and trail improvements to support 
pedestrian access across Inglis Road, and a 
potential footbridge connecting Beaconsfield 
Flora and Fauna Reserve with Grasmere 
Community Garden Wetlands 

• More and improved equestrian trails 

• Expansion and improvement of Bob Burgess 
Reserve to better integrate with adjacent 
shops. Improve and expand facilities at 
Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve for ongoing 
sporting activities 

• Support community involvement, education 
and volunteering activities 

• More and improved visitor amenities 
throughout the Parklands that cater to people 
of all abilities, genders, and cultural 
backgrounds, including seating, water 
fountains, toilets, areas for play, and shade, as 
well as signage, wayfinding, and accessible, 
safe connections to surrounding open spaces.  

 

View the Future Directions Plan 2022 at 
www.engage.vic.gov.au/CardiniaCkParklands 

http://www.engage.vic.gov.au/CardiniaCkParklands

