
Decision tree to determine sensitivity of ecological data. 
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Custodianship – is the data collected 
by or for the department? 

Does the sensitivity 
class need review? 

Privacy e.g. does the information 
include personal details or the site is 

on private property? 

Is the data already in the public 
domain? 

Abide by 
privacy 

restrictions. 
Seek legal 
advice if 

necessary 

Has the data been embargoed or 
submitted to public repository pending 
release once article/paper published? 

Is the species (or community) on 

a departmental sensitivity list? 

Are there any possible unacceptable adverse impacts? Such as: 
Illegal or excessive collection – e.g. does the species show 
attributes similar to species known to be vulnerable to 
commercial exploitation that suggests potential risk? 

Disturbance risk – e.g. species or community particularly 
vulnerable to disease or feral species introduction by 
bushwalkers, naturalists etc.  

Refer data requests to 
custodian or abide by 

existing restrictions on data. 

Cannot be considered sensitive 
– release data as held 

Release data after embargo 
data. 

Abide by existing restrictions 
on data. 

Release data as held. 

Data classified as sensitive - 
(determine option to either 

withhold species identification, 
detailed attributes or secondary 

information as well as generalising 
location information) 
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