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Acknowledgement of Country 
The Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands are located on the traditional lands of the Bunurong people. We pay 
respects to their Elders past and present. We acknowledge the deep spiritual connection to the Country held 
by traditional custodians and support this in ongoing parkland planning. 
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1. Engagement Overview 
The Draft Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands Future Directions Plan was released in May 2022. Community 
and stakeholders were able to review the Plan from 25 May to 23 June 2022, and provide their feedback. 
This document is a summary of the feedback received as part of the consultation on the Draft Plan. 

A range of methods and tools were used to consult with the community and stakeholders, including: 

● An online survey via the State Government’s Engage Victoria website, which received 35 responses 
● An evening online community information session on 7 June 2022 which was attended by seven people, 

with an additional five people from the project working group 
● Three in-park drop in events were held on Sunday 19 June at Manna Gum Park, Akoonah Park, and 

Cardinia Creek Regional Park 
● Letters were sent to all directly affected landowners in May 2022 and October 2021 and online meetings 

held with 19 landowners that responded 
● Submissions were invited from the public. 

The majority of respondents were either very satisfied or satisfied with the commitments outlined in the 
Draft Plan. See a summary in Sections 2 and 3 of this document. 

A summary of the feedback received during the consultation period includes: 

● Support for the environmental and cultural benefits that the Draft Plan will provide 
● Requests for consideration for wildlife and protection of native flora and fauna 
● Support for off-lead dog areas in places that limit damage to natural areas 
● Improvements to pedestrian access and safety, in particular at Inglis Road 
● Desire for more trails and greater connection of trails in different areas of parklands 
● Desire for the provision of wayfinding and interpretive signage 
● Desire for more activities such as events, sound stage, sports activities & horse trails 
● Provision of amenities and seating 
● Seeking more acknowledgement of community groups 
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2. Online Survey and Submissions 
The online survey was open to the community from 25 May to 23 June 2022 and received 35 responses.  

Of the 35 respondents that provided their demographic information, there were: 

● 15 males, 14 females, one non-binary and one respondent preferring not to say 

● The most widely represented age groups were 36 - 45 followed by 56 - 65 year olds 

● One person identified as a person with disability 

● Five people identified as a person with a culturally or linguistically diverse background 

● 84% of survey participants travel either less than 5km or between 6 - 10km to reach these open 
spaces 

● The most common modes of transportation to the open spaces included in the Draft Plan were 
walking (43%) and driving (39%) 

The results of the online survey revealed the following support for the commitments outlined in the Draft 
Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands Future Directions Plan  

● 62.5% of people were either very satisfied or satisfied with the Draft Vision  

● 69% people were either very satisfied or satisfied that the commitments in the Draft Plan will help 
visitors appreciate the importance of Bunurong values and principles 

● 75% people were either very satisfied or satisfied with the commitment to protecting biodiversity in 
the Parklands 

● 87% people were either very supportive or supportive of the commitments for shorter walking loops 
within the Parklands 

● 94% of survey participants were either very supportive or supportive of commitments for walking 
and cycling trails that connect the different areas of the Parklands 

● 84% of survey participants were either very supportive or supportive of the commitments for 
connecting the trail to the regional cycling network. 

● Three respondents were ‘not satisfied’. One because they sought stronger commitments to 
biodiversity, and because they sought stronger commitments to increased sporting facilities, and 
one for unclear reasons. 
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A range of feedback received via the online survey included: 

Improving pedestrian access and increased trails 

“Urgent attention must be given to vastly improving public safety at the eastern end of Inglis Road. This 
area also has very poor and very dangerous trail connectivity.  There is a constant significant risk of 
serious injury being caused to Park walkers, joggers and cyclists. They have no choice but to move 
themselves onto the roadway of Inglis Road itself whenever traversing the Cardinia Creek bridges.” 

“A new footpath along Inglis Road is urgently required from Beaconsfield Emerald Road to the Cardinia 
Creek Regional Park (north of Inglis Road).” 

“Plan should focus on building multiple cycling and running/walking trails.” 

“Please don't make the trails concrete monsters! Make them natural wood chips or sand/gravel so that they 
fit with the natural environment.” 

Biodiversity and protection of flora and fauna 

“Using this project to enhance the diversity of both animals and vegetation along the creek is a high factor 
for me. Along with the connection to other trails in the network so users can explore for long distances.” 

"Widen the corridor of parkland.” 

“I’m concerned about the mob of kangaroos that live at the corner of Manuka Road and Inglis Road. I want 
to ensure they do not lose their home/habitat.” 

Visitor activities 

“Activities to do, puzzles, nice seatings and shelters, a metal fence or wall where people can place decor like 
padlocks, memories, vine, plants, stones." 

"Heavy protected artwork…that also connects to their cultures etc.” 

“Equestrian trails that are relatively well sign posted, quite a few were closed off by locked steel gates, quite 
misleading as it’s impossible to go through.” 

“Keen to have some form of outdoor stage in Bob Burgess Reserve for the Carols and other 
music/performance arts events” 

Provision of amenities and open space 

“There must be public toilets in these parks… The elderly and kids cannot enjoy the parks as they cannot 
access a toilet.” 

“It would be great to increase the planned area, more space would be great." 
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“That new trees and greenage will be planted and in larger northern areas open meadows and nice seating 
for warm summers.” 

Improved linkages and signage 

“Definitely engage people from the cycling and trail building community to help and mark trail routes to 
expand the cycling network.” 

“Imagine having the sporting facilities linked with the Bunurong people and then use that link to educate the 
local people and kids, it would have been amazing.” 

“Lots of signs that lead to toilets and cut off areas to protect kangaroo, reptile and amphibian species.” 

Improved recognition of community groups and volunteers 

“There doesn't seem to be any reference to local environment groups who are active along the creek. Can I 
suggest you consult with me to ensure groups such as Cardinia Catchment Landcare, Southern Ranges 
Environment Alliance, Friends of Cardinia Creek, Cardinia Environment Coalition, Healesville to Phillip Island 
Nature Link and the Western Port Biosphere Reserve Foundation.” 

“Additional financial support to the Friends Groups along eh Parkland is also very important. The groups 
such as the Friends of Cardinia Creek are amazing and do so much to preserve and maintain, particularly the 
Beaconsfield Flora Fauna Reserve.” 

General reflections on the Draft Plan 

“A very detailed document that seems to have taken into account the previous feedback on the area. I look 
forward to seeing this project develop.” 

“It would be great if an indicative timeline could be provided which sets out the order of priorities for the 
implementation of the planned works.” 

 

2.1 Submissions Received 

A total of six submissions were received via email.  

Three submissions were from landowners. One of these submissions supported the intent of the Draft Plan 
and sought clarification on detail to ensure alignment with Precinct Structure Plans. One landowner advised 
that they intend to manage their area of parkland privately. One landowner advised that they did not 
support parklands on their land. 

Two submissions were received from individuals. These both provided additional access suggestions for 
consideration.  

One submission came from a community group requesting infrastructure upgrades at Beaconsfield Park. 
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3. Information Sessions 
Additional styles of consultation were used in order to provide a greater range of opportunities for the 
community to provide feedback. These consultation methods used in addition to the survey were an online 
information session, and three in-person place-based intercept surveys at various Parkland locations.  
 

3.1 Online information session 

An evening online information session was held on 7 June 2022 to inform the community about the project, 
and how they could provide their feedback on the Draft Cardinia Creek Regional Parklands Future Directions 
Plan. 

Attendees to the online information sessions were invited to share their thoughts on the Draft Plan. Below is 
a summary of the responses received during these sessions. 

Attendees discussed: 

● An urgent solution for pedestrian and cyclist safety is needed at Inglis Road in order to reach 
Grasmere Creek wetlands and picnic area. What is the timeline and process for resolving this 
dangerous situation? 

● Universal support for the role of the parklands in protecting habitat and vegetation 

● Sought inclusion of Swift Parrots by name in Draft Plan as an endangered species 

● Sought greater provision of and access to rubbish bins 

● Sought explanation of how this Plan fits in with existing Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs).  It was advised 
that the PSPs have greater statutory weight, and the Future Directions Plan is a high level strategic 
plan to guide the future management of the parklands. 
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3.2 Place-based intercept surveys 

Place-based intercept surveys were held on 19 June 2022 at three Parkland locations. These place-based 
intercept surveys were held at Manna Gum Park, Akoonah Park and Cardinia Creek Regional Park. 

It is estimated that 44 participants attended across the three locations. Participants at the place-based 
intercept surveys consisted of 14 females, 15 males and 3 family units. Participant ages ranged upwards 
from 25 years. The most widely represented age groups were the 55-65 years and 65-75 years age brackets, 
followed by 35-45 years. 

 

Consultation questions 

Participants at the place-based intercepts were asked: 

● Which Parklands do you already visit? 
● Do you have any suggestions for improving walking and cycling in the parklands? 
● Do you support the vision to expand the parklands to primarily support biodiversity and cultural 

values? 
● Have you seen any wildlife in the parks? 
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Results 

Parklands visited  

In response to the question “which parklands do you already visit?”, Akoonah Park was reported to have the 
highest level of visitation by participants (32), followed by Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve (26) and 
Beaconsfield Park (20). Three of the suggested open spaces received no responses. It is noted that 
participants may not have been aware of the location of these spaces, and at times have identified walking 
through these spaces to reach another listed space. 

 

Walking and cycling suggestions 

Participants spoke of walking loops in the north that incorporate multiple parks - Akoonah Park, Cardinia 
Creek Nature Reserve, Beaconsfield Flora and Fauna Reserve, Beaconsfield Park and Beaconsfield Recreation 
Reserve. Many participants felt they were very lucky to live within such close proximity to these nature 
walks.  

Over 25% of participants directly raised the issue of the barrier and danger presented by Inglis Road.  Many 
spoke of their inability to walk to the Cardinia Creek Regional Park because of the lack of pedestrian access 
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to the park when walking from the south. Not only is there no formal path on the side of the road, but there 
is no informal path either and visitors need to ‘run out’ onto the main part of the road to get to these 
parklands. It was reported by participants that this dangerous activity can be seen regularly every day. One 
participant said they only walk to Cardinia Creek Regional Park on Sunday morning when they know there is 
less traffic and danger. The participants who were interviewed at Grasmere Creek in Cardinia Creek Regional 
Park had nearly all walked in from the north (Buchanan Road and Beaumont Rd) suggesting this park is 
mostly servicing a small area and has the potential to be enjoyed by many more if it were easier to access by 
foot. The Draft Plan identifies the Inglis Road dangerous road as a lead priority and this was well supported 
in consultation. 

There were multiple requests for use of the pipetrack for walking and cycling, and one request for use of the 
pipetrack for horse riding. There were very differing opinions from multiple participants about the current 
use of the pipetrack by horse riders. 

Manna Gum Park had almost no park visitors 
during the intercept survey, likely due to 
heavy winter fog which appeared to have 
delayed dog owners' morning walk. It was 
noted that all visitors to this park travel 
there by car. One survey comment spoke of 
the danger of crossing Soldiers Road to 
reach Manna Gum Park. There is no natural 
walking connection to surrounding areas 
that appeared to be used by park visitors. 

Several participants put forward considered 
ideas for expanding the trails beyond the 
parklands. This includes connecting to Upper 
Beaconsfield, Harkaway, Cardinia Reservoir 
and requested that planners draw on the 
great local knowledge of the walking and 
cycling community to get the best trail 
design in place and to help with discussions 
with private landowners. Many participants 
had lived in the area their whole life and 
knew the landowners that could be 
approached.  

Participants expressed different preferences 
for trail materials. Some did not want trails 
made of hard surfaces to make running 
easier and to support a natural feel. Others 
wanted wide paths made of hard materials 
to support mobility and help with flood resilience. 
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Satisfaction with the Draft Vision 

Participants were asked how satisfied they were with the Draft Vision for the Cardinia Creek Parklands. The 
Draft Vision for the parklands was explained to participants as being primarily for environment and cultural 
protection. Of the 44 respondents to this question, all were very satisfied. This sentiment was echoed in 
responses about the importance of Bunurong values and biodiversity protection.  

Participants did not express dissatisfaction that the Draft Plan does not support any new sporting facilities, 
and several expressed that there were already enough sporting facilities. One participant hoped a mountain 
bike track could be included; it was explained to them that the biodiversity and cultural priorities of the site 
limit this option.  

One participant requested horse trails in the area and was pleased that equestrian facilities are included in 
the Draft Plan. Advised that the horse trails need to be away from traffic and dog off-lead areas. 

Wildlife seen in the Parklands 

Participants were asked to select which species they have encountered in these open spaces, from a list of 
flora and fauna. 

The results from this exercise, combined with results from the online survey showed that kangaroos were the 
most commonly seen species (27), followed by flora (21) and insects (20). Wildlife that was not identified by 
participants includes the wedge tailed eagle and the platypus.  

 Participants also reported seeing deer, swift parrots, royal spoonbills and grey goshawks.  

Several participants shared that they always look for platypus but have never once seen one. 
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A range of feedback received via the place-based intercepts has been broadly grouped into the subheadings 
below, and is similar in sentiment to responses received via the online survey. 

Positive interactions with and protection of nature 

"Grew up in the area, it's special to be able to walk in nature." 

"It wouldn't be the same if we didn't hear the birds." 

"Wetlands are precious." 

"Parklands should be wider to protect fauna and flora." 

"Landcare is important, additional indigenous planting required." 

Increased pedestrian safety 

"Inglis Road is dangerous as there's no pedestrian path and no road shoulder." 

"No shoulder on the road and it's dangerous to walk in Inglis Road, even in daylight." 

"Inglis Road presents a safety issue as it's hazardous to walk alongside due to no path." 

“This area is incredibly unsafe for children, birds and regular pedestrians to cross Soldiers road to get to 
Manna Gum Park and vice versa. Vehicles speed past this entire park and creek area, often killing 
wildlife and making it unsafe for people walking. Action is required!” 

Protected and off lead areas 

"Would like to see a mix of protected areas (no dogs) and off lead areas." 

"Love the dog off lead areas in the park." 

Increased amenity 

"Additional bench seats to stop 'and smell the roses' along the tracks." 

"Can exercise equipment be included along the park tracks." 

"Can you use crushed flat rock instead of having concrete paths to help runners?" 

Improved linkages  

"Opportunity to connect with Upper Beaconsfield trail north of golf course." 

"Currently no access at Cardinia Creek from Upper Beaconsfield." 
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4. Conclusion 
Community input and advice have been sought twice during the planning of the Draft Cardinia Creek 
Regional Parklands Future Directions Plan. 

The first consultation was in November 2021 when 221 people filled in online surveys or came to information 
sessions to help parkland partners identify the priorities to be included in the Draft Future Directions Plan. 
The summary of this early consultation is published on www.engage.vic.gov.au/CardiniaCkParklands  

This second round of consultation has provided direct feedback on the Draft Cardinia Creek Regional 
Parklands Future Directions Plan which will be used to inform the final editing of the Future Directions Plan. 

The Parkland Partners will also use the feedback to inform the delivery and ongoing management of the 
Parklands.  

As the Parklands are incrementally handed over to the partners, a more detailed approach to parkland 
planning and implementation will be applied where many of the above points will be addressed. This will 
ensure the Parklands protects and enhances the cultural, heritage, landscape, biodiversity and social values 
present, whilst enabling public access and inspiring community enjoyment. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.engage.vic.gov.au/CardiniaCkParklands
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